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	The Turner Syndrome Foundation is returning to beautiful San Antonio this year and inviting the general public to support its mission of raising awareness and advocating for girls and women who have this common but uncommonly known chromosomal disorder. Team TSF celebrates this significant women’s health initiative and appeals to socially conscious civic and social organizations, volunteers, and runners to show their support for this important mission.
	Volunteers are at the heart of Team TSF events and help make these large-scale events successful and meaningful. Anyone can volunteer simply by filling out a volunteer application which is available on the website of the foundation, http://www.turnersyndromefoundation.org/volunteers.html.
	What would inspire you to volunteer? The three women championing the cause at the Rock N’ Roll San Antonio are driven by a personal mission to lift the veil of secrecy that often surrounds Turner Syndrome. Amanda Eberhart initiated this activity last year after her niece, Taylor Grace, passed away in utero. This devastating loss provoked her to ask the foundation if they could hold an event in Texas. Arranging for the foundation to participate in the Rock N’ Roll San Antonio took time to organize but leading the way was a mother, Becky Leron, who had a teenage daughter, Amanda, with Turner Syndrome.
	Becky not only participated in the Rock N’ Roll San Antonio but also held events beforehand to raise funds for the foundation. She will once again serve as team leader this year with Amanda with a new addition to the team, Dominga Olivarez. Dominga had a difficult start to her journey with her daughter, Alyssa, but with a community rallying behind her she was able to get Alyssa through a dark period in her life.
Imagine yourself as a teenage mother who gives birth to a daughter who has a significant genetic disorder? What would you do? Dominga Olivarez was determined to become a mother on a mission and support her daughter through all of the triumphs and obstacles she would confront with her Turner Syndrome.
	An immediate obstacle was the health issues that emerged at birth. Dominga said,
	“When I was 16, I had a baby girl early at 32 weeks. The date was March 11, 2000. Luckily my OB doctor was out of town as he may have missed the signs of Turner Syndrome that the on call doctor who delivered me noticed at birth. I had no idea what he was talking about. He then handed her to me and started to point out the webbed neck, the broad chest, and the puffy hands and feet. They ran tests and a week later it came back that she did have Turner Syndrome. By this time she was in an ICU at a different hospital because she wasn’t eating and had coarctation of the aorta.
	I cried and didn’t know what to do or expect. I had no idea how many girls suffered from this because no information was given to me other than what it was. We had never met anyone else with this condition until last year in August of 2012 when we met Becky and her beautiful daughter Amanda.  I found them on the TSF website because she was the leader of the Rock N’ Roll Marathon team in San Antonio.  I found the website by accident as well. My daughter was finally able to understand that she wasn’t alone.”
	Alyssa was bullied in school and it escalated to the point where she contemplated suicide. Dominga was left in the dark about this but once her daughter opened up to her, knew she had to get help for her daughter. Alyssa is now receiving counseling and Dominga said, “My beautiful daughter is doing great now and has more confidence. We have met another young girl that lives in Corpus Christi a couple of months ago. I hope to be able to find others and reach out to them as well.”
	Her daughter also was assisted along the way by a strong support system that in addition to her parents also included her church family, family friends, and relatives. They will all be rallying behind her when she participates in the half marathon. How will they be training for the event? Dominga said, “I will get the people who are running with me together and have a day to train by the shore.” They will run along a scenic course that will enable them to see the many fascinating sites of San Antonio during the half-marathon.
	Amanda and Becky will celebrate with Dominga and her family at the finish line celebration after the race. Four time Grammy nominee, Joe Nichols, will headline the finish-line concert with other musicians at the Alamodome. The runners will receive swag bags, a participant T-shirt, finishers medal, and more from the Rock N’ Roll marathon and will have the opportunity to meet other individuals who have Turner Syndrome at the finish line tent, hand out literature about Turner Syndrome, and increase public awareness. By enlightening others on Turner Syndrome, there will be less ignorance about the condition and girls like Alyssa will be accepted for who they are. 
	To register to participate with the foundation in the Rock N’ Roll San Antonio marathon, visit https://tsf.myetap.org/fundraiser/RocknRollSanAntonio2013/. There is a $25 registration fee and once all forms are completed, participants will be mailed a small package containing a Team TSF T-shirt, wristbands, and materials to build support. Anyone who has questions about the marathon can call 1-800-594-4585 or email info@tsfusa.org.
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